[image: image1.wmf]

Rev.C
Page 1 of 2
[image: image2.png]




Sida 2 av 2

Nylanda
- a travel centre for Midsweden

A vision about new possibilities

Our reality is continuously and ever faster changing. This document has because of these changes been revised a several times since 2002-03-23.

Transportation and communication becomes more and more important in our community, both for recreation and as a tool for competition in the industry. New developments in our region are made in both the IT and the transportation sectors. Two well known examples of these ventures are the optical fibre along the E4 and the construction work  Botniabanan/Ådalsbanan Ådalsbanan (The Bothnia Railway and The River Valley Railway). Ventures to achieve fast transportation of people and goods on long distances are also required. 

There are fewer people in the region that travels to Europe than ”only” to the southern part of Sweden. To achieve profitability on long flight routes you have to reach a high booking percentage. This means that you have to cover a larger population with one airport. It is not obvious that the best solution is to locate an airport close to a big city. Nylanda (Kramfors - Sollefteå airport) is the ”closest” airport in the northern part of Sweden, i.e. no airport in the region covers so many inhabitants within a 100- or 200 km radius. There are 250.000 people within 100 km and 500.000 people within 200 km. Within a 200 km radius from Kramfors are towns like Umeå, Lycksele, Vilhelmina, Östersund, Härnösand, Sundsvall, Hudiksvall, Söder​hamn, Bollnäs and Sveg. To locate flight- and charter traffic to Euro​pe at Nylanda would therefore promise good profitable. Larger planes and more frequent departures would mean cost cuts/lower fares and increased number of destinations. The local tourist industry would have the possibility to offer foreign tourists a variety of activities and accommodations from this airport.

The Nylanda project would also create sufficient business for airfreight brokers located at the airport. This service would favour the regional export and import for the. With a hub where flight-, train- and roads intersect, it is possible to build a powerful logistic centre.

Recent figures shows that the number of travellers in domestic flight is decreasing. Without this fact taken into consideration, the Västernorrland airports had difficulties showing profitability.

The results were:

· Kramfors-Sollefteå
–6 million SEK

· Midlanda
–8 million SEK

· Örnsköldsvik
–15 million SEK

The latest information is that passenger traffic from the Söderhamn airport will be terminated in Octo​ber this year. Thanks to the Botniabanan railroad project a revision of airline traffic can be made. By moving all flight traffic from the airport of Örnsköldsvik to Nylanda one will get enough travellers to make it possible to run the airport without deficit. This would save the Government 21 million SEK annually. According to TV news, SAS will be flying some departures from Örnsköldsvik via Östersund to Stockholm. This means that the citizens of Örnsköldsvik will travel faster to Stockholm via Nylanda. It might also be possible to have a payoff on a route between Nylanda and Gothenburg.

Umeå airport is said to be in existence thanks to an exemption. In the 1990’s there was a discussion about a new common airport somewhere between Örnsköldsvik and Umeå. According to some sources, prestige was the largest problem for that project. If charter traffic was moved to Nylanda, the citizens of Umeå would have a ample hour longer trip to the Mediterranean sea. This would also imply that environmental obstacles to run the domestic route between Umeå and Stockholm would be removed.

Thanks to Botniabanan, more people will have better possibilities to get to Nylanda in a quick and simple way. Nylanda is the only airport in Västernorrland which will have a station on the Botniabanan railway located at the airport. From Sunds​​vall you will need an ample hour to get to Nylanda, from Örnsköldsvik you will need 30 minutes and from Umeå you will have to sit back and relax for one and a half. For those who are travelling to Gothenburg or cities in Europe, the total time for the trip will be shorter compared to travelling via Arlanda. The fare would also be lower.

Buses from the inland parts of northern Sweden are already passing Nylanda. A bus stop there instead of at Arlanda would simplify things for most people. There are many cars from our region on the Arlanda parking lots. As the risk of a flight accident is lower than the risk of a road accident, an increased safety is achieved.

Increased traffic from Nylanda would relieve the pressure on Arlanda and leave seats vacant for passengers living in the southern parts of Sweden. This would open up for airlines to expand on both airports. Nylanda is run by the local authorities. This is an advantage when negotiating airport fees with the airlines (compare Skavsta and Västerås).

A presentation of this vision to different people has generated some comments:

•Landshövdingen (The County Governor): 
”The airport of Kramfors has a central location in the region”.

•Local authority counsellor: 
”Combined with the Botniabanan railway, Nylanda will be an important centre for, among other things, charter tourism”. 

•The industry: 
”An engine in the growth process of the region”.

•A banker:
”To achieve development in our region, one condition is good communications”.

•The tourist business:
”The strategic location of Nylanda provides comfort and simplicity for foreign and Swedish tourists”.

The Nylanda project can replace investments planned at Midlanda and the airport of Örnsköldsvik, which together are calculated to exceed 180 million SEK. According to Bernt Jonsson, Kramfors – Sollefteå airport manager, the runway needs reinforcement. A larger terminal building is also necessary. An estimate indicates some 90 million SEK, i.e. a better solution at half the price. It’s a known fact that Midlanda is loosing passengers to the X2000 high speed train, and is presumed to loose even more when X2000 will be able to cut travel time to Stockholm to 2:40 hours. In short: Midlanda will loose significance for domestic travellers.
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